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Committee for Economic Development 
2025 Distinguished Leadership Awards

For more than 30 years, CED’s 
Distinguished Leadership Awards 
have been honoring business leaders 
and their companies for demonstrating 
a strong commitment to responsible 
business stewardship and advancing 
public policy in the nation’s interest, 
with a focus on economic growth that 
benefits all Americans. The Awards 
exemplify CED’s mission as the public 
policy center of The Conference Board 
and honor the legacy of its founders, 
and its longest-serving Trustee, Peter G. 
Peterson. 

CED’s 2025 Annual Distinguished 
Leadership Awards Celebration is 
paying special tribute to business 
leaders and their companies who have 
demonstrated exceptional leadership in 
very challenging times by helping our 
nation navigate the many challenges 
before us, including: advancing equal 
opportunity during a time of national 
economic uncertainty, building a more 
civil and just society, and upholding a 
rules-based international order.

Since its inception in 1942, CED’s work 
has helped to shape economic policies 
and initiatives such as the Marshall Plan 
and the Bretton Woods Agreement, 
campaign finance, education reform, 
advancing women in corporate 
leadership, healthcare reform, and other 
solutions to address the short- and long-
term challenges to our nation’s economic 
and fiscal health. Today, CED’s work is 
also focusing on major economic and civil 
challenges, including the clean energy 

transition, modernizing US infrastructure, 
rebuilding the US labor force, and 
technology and innovation challenges 
and opportunities. CED’s insights and 
solutions are shared through extensive 
national outreach efforts in order to 
achieve tangible impact. 

Our nation requires committed business 
leadership to meet the challenges of 
these unprecedented times and support, 
guide, and advance solutions in the 
nation’s interest. CED’s Distinguished 
Leadership Awards continues our proud 
history of recognizing outstanding 
business leaders and the many 
companies who continue that legacy.

About The Conference Board
The Conference Board is the member-
driven think tank that delivers Trusted 
Insights for What’s Ahead®. Founded 
in 1916, we are a non-partisan, not-
for-profit entity holding 501 (c) (3) tax-
exempt status in the United States.

The Committee for Economic 
Development (CED) is the public policy 
center of The Conference Board. The 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, business-led 
organization delivers well-researched 
analysis and reasoned solutions in the 
nation’s interest. CED Trustees are chief 
executive officers and key executives of 
leading US companies who bring their 
unique experience to address today’s 
pressing policy issues. Collectively, they 
represent 30+ industries and over 4 
million employees. 
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Committee Co-Chairs

Committee Members

Kirsty Graham
Edelman 

Jenny Johnson
Franklin Templeton 

Arvind Krishna
IBM

Peter Altabef
Unisys

Tarang Amin
e.l.f. Beauty

Nikesh Arora
Palo Alto Networks

George Barrett 
The Overtone Group

Connie Book
Elon University

Ed Cox
Patterson Belknap 

Webb & Tyler LLP (Ret.)

AnnaMaria DeSalva
Invenīre 2050 LLC

Michael Dowling 
Northwell Health (Ret.)

Janice Ellig
The Ellig Group

Roger Ferguson, Jr.
TIAA (Ret.)

Karl Fessenden 
BrandSafway

Howard Fluhr
Segal

Holly Gagnon
HGC Hospitality Gaming 

Consulting

Antoinette Gawin
Terumo Blood and 
Cell Technologies

Marissa Geist
Cielo

Jeffrey P. Gold
University of Nebraska

José-Marie Griffiths
Dakota State University

Kathy Hopinkah Hannan
KPMG (Ret.)

Tony Harrington
Albright Stonebridge Group

Hollis Hart
Citi (Ret.)

Mike Hopkins
Plus Power

Pres Kabacoff
HRI Properties

Laura Karet
Who Brew LLC

Reece Kurtenbach 
Daktronics

Mark Leiter 
Letier + Company 

Bruce Lowthers 
Paysafe

Philomena Mantella
Grand Valley State University

Barry McCarthy
Deluxe

Thayne McCulloh
Gonzaga University

Stan Middleman
Freedom Mortgage

Paul Minton
California Eastern Laboratories

Joel Myers 
AccuWeather

Justina Nixon-Saintil
IBM

Camille Olson 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Amy Parsons
Colorado State University 

Debra Perry
Korn Ferry, Assurant, 

and the Berstein Funds

Daniel Rose
Rose Associates

Nathan Rosenberg
Insigniam, An Elixirr Company

Ed Rust
State Farm Insurance 

Companies (Ret.)

Tim Sands
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Patrick Swindle
CoreCivic

Stellar Tucker 
Skyridge Ventures 

Pamela Whitten 
Indiana University

Maggie Wilderotter
Wilderotter Vineyard

Ron Williams 
RW2 Enterprises, LLC

Linda Rendle
Chair and CEO 

The Clorox Company

Introduced by
Tarang Amin

Chairman and CEO
e.l.f. Beauty

Reshma Kewalramani 
M.D., FASN

CEO and President
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Introduced by
Julie Jones

Chair 
Ropes & Gray

Jay Chaudhry 
CEO, Chairman, and Founder

Zscaler

Introduced by
Julie Sweet

Chair and CEO
Accenture

Jeff Harmening
Chairman and CEO 

General Mills

Introduced by
Richard Olson

Chairman and CEO 
The Toro Company

Stephanie Ferris
CEO and President

FIS

Introduced by
Jeffrey Goldstein

Senior Advisor 
Canapi Ventures

Joaquin Duato
Chairman and CEO
Johnson & Johnson

Introduced by
Anne Mulcahy

Former Chairman and CEO
Xerox Corporation



Linda Rendle
Chair and CEO 
The Clorox Company
Introduced by
Tarang Amin
Chairman and CEO
e.l.f. Beauty

CED Distinguished Leadership Award CED Distinguished Leadership Award

CED is proud to be honoring Linda Rendle, 
Chair and CEO of The Clorox Company, 
and the The Clorox Company team at 
CED’s Annual Distinguished Leadership 
Awards Celebration for a strong commitment 
to responsible business stewardship and 
advancing public policy in the nation’s 
interest. 

Linda Rendle is chair and CEO of The Clorox 
Company. She was named CEO in September 
2020 and added responsibilities as chair of the 
board in January 2024.

During 20 years with the company, Rendle 
has held numerous senior leadership roles. 
Most recently, she served as president, 
overseeing all the company’s businesses, 
corporate and business development, 
corporate strategy, and the five core global 
functions – Marketing, Sales, Product Supply, 
Research & Development and Information 
Technology. Previously, she was executive 
vice president – Cleaning, International, 
strategy and operations, with responsibility 
for the company’s Cleaning and International 
segments and corporate business strategy 
along with the company’s five core global 
functions. Before that, she served in a similar 
role also overseeing the Nutranext and 
RenewLife businesses. She began serving 
as senior vice president – Cleaning in 2016, 
when she also joined the Clorox Executive 
Committee, adding responsibility for the 
Professional Products business in 2017.

Other roles Rendle has held since joining 
Clorox in 2003 include vice president and 
general manager – Home Care and positions 
of increasing responsibility within the Sales 
and Product Supply organizations, including 
vice president of sales – Cleaning Division, 
where she helped to develop new strategies 
and growth platforms for the Laundry and 
Home Care businesses; director of sales for 
the customer supply chain; and director of 
sales planning– Litter, Food and Charcoal. Her 
career at Clorox began as a senior sales analyst 
on the company’s charcoal and insecticides 
businesses.

Before joining Clorox, Rendle worked for The 
Procter & Gamble Company, where she held 
several positions in sales management in the 
Boston and Charlotte markets.

Rendle is on the board of directors of Visa 
Inc. and the Consumer Brands Association. 
She also serves on the advisory board 
of Generation Thrive, a first-of-its-kind 
nonprofit hub created in 2019 by the 
Warriors Community Foundation and Kaiser 
Permanente to help nonprofit organizations 
and schools in the San Francisco Bay Area 
through education and wellness programming.

Rendle holds a bachelor’s degree in economics 
from Harvard University.

Reshma Kewalramani, M.D., 
FASN
CEO and President
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Introduced by
Julie Jones
Chair
Ropes & Gray

CED is proud to be honoring Reshma 
Kewalramani, M.D., FASN, CEO and 
President of Vertex Pharmaceuticals, and 
the Vertex Pharmaceuticals team at CED’s 
Annual Distinguished Leadership Awards 
Celebration for a strong commitment to 
responsible business stewardship and 
advancing public policy in the nation’s 
interest. 

Reshma Kewalramani, M.D., FASN, is 
the Chief Executive Officer & President 
at Vertex Pharmaceuticals, a Fortune 500, 
global biotechnology company. She is the 
first female CEO of a large, public U.S. 
biotechnology company.

Vertex is a leader in discovering, developing 
and commercializing transformative medicines 
for people with serious diseases. Currently, 
Vertex commercializes five medicines that 
treat the underlying cause of cystic fibrosis, 
the first CRISPR-based therapy approved for 
sickle cell disease and transfusion-dependent 
beta thalassemia, and the first non-opioid 
pain medicine to be approved in more than 
20 years. These therapies benefit patients 
across 60 countries and have resulted in 2024 
revenue of $11B. Vertex also has a robust 
research and development pipeline and is 
advancing best in class and/or first in class 
approaches in multiple serious diseases and 
therapeutic modalities. Since joining the 
company in 2017, Vertex has doubled its 
employee base and the number of medicines 
it offers, significantly expanded its clinical-
stage pipeline, augmented its footprint in 

Boston’s Seaport and around the world, 
and consistently been recognized as a top 
employer by Science magazine, Forbes and 
Fortune.

Dr. Kewalramani has dedicated her career to 
discovering and developing new medicines. 
After completing medical school, she 
completed her internship and residency 
in internal medicine at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, and her fellowship in 
nephrology at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
combined program. She is an alumna of the 
Harvard Business School, having completed 
the General Management Program.

Dr. Kewalramani has received a number of 
distinguished honors and awards for her 
leadership and contributions to science 
and innovation. She has been named to 
the TIME 100 Most Influential People in the 
World list, the TIME 100 Health list, and is 
one of Fortune’s Most Powerful Women, 
a Changemaker by CNBC, one of Boston 
magazine’s most influential Bostonians, a top 
CEO by Barron’s, and one of Business Insider’s 
“10 People Transforming Healthcare.” 
She has received the Harvard Business 
School Alumni Achievement Award, the 
Distinguished Alumni Award from the Boston 
University School of Medicine, and the 
International Institute of New England Golden 
Door Award, among others.



CED Distinguished Leadership Award

Jay Chaudhry
CEO, Chairman, and Founder  
Zscaler

Introduced by
Julie Sweet
Chair and CEO
Accenture

CED is proud to be honoring Jay 
Chaudhry, CEO, Chairman, and Founder 
of Zscaler, and the Zscaler team at CED’s 
Annual Distinguished Leadership Awards 
Celebration for a strong commitment to 
responsible business stewardship and 
advancing public policy in the nation’s 
interest. 

Jay Chaudhry is an accomplished 
entrepreneur, having founded a series of 
successful companies, including AirDefense, 
CipherTrust, CoreHarbor, SecureIT, and 
Zscaler, which became a public company on 
March 16, 2018.

Jay has a history of introducing innovations 
that address the demand for securely 
enabling emerging technology trends, 
such as the Zscaler global security cloud for 
distributed and mobile enterprises. Jay’s 
considerable work in the security technology 
sector has made him a trusted advisor for 
many enterprise CIOs and CISOs.

As an entrepreneur, Jay leveraged more 
than 25 years of IT industry expertise, 
including engineering, sales, marketing, 
and management experience with leading 
organizations, including IBM, NCR, and 
Unisys. In the years before he founded 
Zscaler in 2007, Jay started and led several 
companies, including SecureIT, the first 
pure-play internet security service, which 
was acquired by VeriSign. He founded and 
led AirDefense, a wireless security pioneer, 

before its acquisition by Motorola. He also 
founded and led CipherTrust, the industry’s 
first email security gateway, before its 
merger with Secure Computing. He also 
founded and led CoreHarbor, a managed 
eprocurement ASP service, which was 
acquired by USi/AT&T.

Jay has received many accolades for his 
accomplishments throughout his career. 
He has been honored as an Ernst & Young 
Entrepreneur Of The Year® twice — once 
in 2006 for Southeast USA, and again for 
the Public Companies in Tech category 
in Northern California in 2018. Jay has 
also been named an InformationWeek 
“Innovator & Influencer,” an SC Magazine 
“Market Entrepreneur,” an IIT BHU 
“Distinguished Alumnus,” a TiE Silicon 
Valley “Entrepreneur of the Year,” and 
a Goldman Sachs “100 Most Intriguing 
Entrepreneurs.”

Jay earned an MBA in Marketing, an 
MS in Computer Engineering, and an 
MS in Industrial Engineering — all from 
the University of Cincinnati. He earned 
his Bachelor of Technology degree in 
Electronics Engineering from IIT BHU 
Varanasi. Jay also completed the Executive 
Management Program from Harvard 
Business School.

Jeff Harmening
Chairman and CEO
General Mills
Introduced by
Richard Olson
Chairman and CEO
The Toro Company

CED Distinguished Leadership Award

CED is proud to be honoring Jeff 
Harmening, Chairman and CEO of General 
Mills, and the General Mills team at CED’s 
Annual Distinguished Leadership Awards 
Celebration for a strong commitment to 
responsible business stewardship and 
advancing public policy in the nation’s 
interest.

Jeff Harmening is the chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer of General 
Mills, a global food company renowned for 
brands like Cheerios, Nature Valley, Blue 
Buffalo, Häagen-Dazs, Old El Paso, Pillsbury, 
Betty Crocker, and Annie’s. Headquartered 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, General Mills 
employs over 30,000 individuals dedicated 
to advancing its 160-year legacy of “Making 
Food the World Loves.”

During his tenure as CEO, Harmening 
launched the company’s enterprise strategy, 
focusing on brand investment, portfolio 
reshaping, digital transformation, and 
commitments to people and the planet, 
while also delivering key financial outcomes. 
Under his leadership, General Mills 
strategically entered the fast-growing pet 
food business through the acquisition of Blue 
Buffalo. Harmening also was instrumental in 
expanding the company’s portfolio of natural 
and organic products to market leadership. 
Alongside an enhanced brand portfolio, 
Harmening and team invested significantly in 
transforming General Mills’ digital, data, and 
technological capabilities.

Harmening’s leadership has garnered 
numerous accolades and high rankings for 
General Mills, including recognition from 
Fortune’s World’s Most Admired Companies, 
Newsweek’s World’s Most Trustworthy 
Companies and America’s Most Responsible 
Companies, and Seramount’s 100 Best 
Companies.

Harmening joined General Mills in 1994 and 
has held various leadership positions. Before 
his current role, he served as president 
and chief operating officer, overseeing the 
Global Supply Chain, Innovation, Technology 
and Quality teams, and the company’s four 
global operating segments. Prior to that, 
he led U.S. Retail, General Mills’ largest 
division. Harmening also served as senior 
vice president and CEO of Cereal Partners 
Worldwide, a joint venture between General 
Mills and Nestlé based in Switzerland, 
operating in 130 countries. Earlier, as senior 
vice president of the Big G Cereal Division, 
he spearheaded a portfolio realignment 
that led to sustained sales and market share 
growth.

Currently, Harmening serves on the boards 
of the Consumer Brands Association, the 
Minnesota Business Partnership, the Toro 
Company, and DePauw University. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree from DePauw University 
and an MBA from Harvard Business School.



CED Distinguished Leadership Award

CED is proud to be honoring Stephanie 
Ferris, CEO and President of FIS, and the 
FIS team at CED’s Annual Distinguished 
Leadership Awards Celebration for a strong 
commitment to responsible business 
stewardship and advancing public policy in 
the nation’s interest.

Stephanie Ferris currently serves as FIS’ 
chief executive officer and president, as 
well as a member of the Board of Directors. 
Stephanie formerly served as chief 
operating officer and chief administrative 
officer of FIS.

She is an experienced global business 
executive with expertise leading payments 
and technology platform businesses, as 
well as driving digital transformation, front-
line customer engagement and inclusive 
growth. Stephanie is also a multiple 
award-winning finance leader who has led 
through a range of roles with experience in 
transforming underperforming businesses 
into high-growth portfolios. She was the 
chief financial officer of the payments 
processing division of Fifth Third Bancorp, 
which was later spun out to become 
Vantiv and then Worldpay, and she also 
held multiple other progressive financial 
leadership roles at Fifth Third. Stephanie 

began her career in public accounting at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. She is also a 
certified public accountant and graduate of 
Miami University.

Stephanie has been recognized on the 
CNBC Changemakers list of Women 
Transforming Business for 2025 and 
as a 2025 honoree of the Committee 
for Economic Development (CED) 
Distinguished Leadership Awards. She was 
also named as a 2024 honoree in American 
Banker’s Most Influential Women in Fintech. 

Under Stephanie’s leadership, FIS has 
been named as one of Newsweek’s Most 
Trustworthy Companies in America 2025, 
the World’s Best Companies in 2024 by 
TIME and listed on the World’s Top Fintech 
Companies 2025 list by CNBC.

Stephanie Ferris
CEO and President
FIS  
Introduced by
Jeffrey Goldstein
Senior Advisor
Canapi Ventures

CED Distinguished Leadership Award

Joaquin Duato
Chairman and CEO
Johnson & Johnson

Introduced by
Anne Mulcahy
Former Chairman and CEO 
Xerox Corporation

CED is proud to be honoring Joaquin 
Duato, Chairman and CEO of Johnson 
& Johnson, and the Johnson & Johnson 
team at CED’s Annual Distinguished 
Leadership Awards Celebration for a strong 
commitment to responsible business 
stewardship and advancing public policy in 
the nation’s interest. 

Joaquin Duato is Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of Johnson & Johnson. 
Under his leadership, J&J is now exclusively 
focused on tackling the toughest health 
challenges by developing innovative 
medicines and medtech solutions.

The company’s approximately 138,000 
employees work to transform health by 
building a world where complex diseases 
are prevented, treated, and cured—and 
where solutions are smarter, less invasive, 
and more personalized. Under Joaquin’s 
leadership, Johnson & Johnson is 
accelerating healthcare innovation using 
data science and the latest technology 
to create breakthroughs in care, from cell 
therapy to robotic-assisted surgery.

Before becoming CEO in January 2022 
and Chairman in January 2023, Joaquin 
served as Vice Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, where he led the company’s 
pharmaceutical and consumer health 
businesses, as well as technology and 

global supply chain teams. Over three 
decades with the company, working across 
multiple geographies, functions, and 
business segments, Joaquin developed a 
deep understanding of the unique role J&J 
serves in solving patients’ health challenges.

A dual citizen of the U.S. and Spain, 
Joaquin earned an MBA from ESADE 
in Barcelona, Spain, and a Master 
of International Management from 
Thunderbird School of Global Management 
in Phoenix, Arizona. In 2023 King Felipe VI 
of Spain bestowed upon him the Order of 
Civil Merit, Commander by Number.



Thank You 
A very special thank you to our  

Distinguished Leadership Awards sponsors

Thank you to our program sponsor:

The Peter G. Peterson Foundation is a nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to increasing public awareness of the nature and urgency 
of key fiscal challenges threatening America’s future and accelerating 
action on them. To address these challenges successfully, we work to 
bring Americans together to find and implement sensible, long-term 
solutions that transcend age, party lines and ideological divides in 
order to achieve real results.

To learn more, visit PGPF.org

The Peter G. Peterson Foundation
is proud to join the Committee 
for Economic Development in 
recognizing tonight’s honorees.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO  T H E

2025 Distinguished
Leadership Award Honorees
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We are proud to support the 

Committee for Economic 

Development. Congratulations 

to the 2025 Distinguished 

Leadership Award Honorees 

for their exceptional leadership 

in challenging times and their 

commitment to responsible 

business stewardship.
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Jay Chaudhry and all of the 
2025 Distinguished Leadership 
Award honorees.

Congratulations 



FISGLOBAL.COM

CED’s focus on recognizing companies and 
leaders who exemplify corporate citizenship 
and demonstrate a strong commitment to 
public policy aligns with our “Be the Change” 
value at FIS.

Like this year’s honored leaders, FIS believes 
in pushing itself to take bold actions that 
challenge the status quo, innovate on  
behalf of our clients and colleagues,  
and give back to those in need.

Congratulations to our 
CEO and President, 
Stephanie Ferris



GTCR is a leading private equity firm that invests behind The Leaders Strategy™ — 
finding and partnering with management leaders in core domains to identify, acquire and 
build market-leading companies through organic growth and strategic acquisitions. 

GTCR proudly recognizes Stephanie Ferris  

and all The CED 2025 Distinguished  

Leadership Award Honorees

GTCR extends special 
congratulations  
to Stephanie Ferris
of FIS, a valued partner



AlixPartners Congratulates
THE 2025 DISTINGUISHED 
LEADERSHIP HONOREES

Jay Chaudhry
CEO, CHAIRMAN, AND FOUNDER ZSCALER

Joaquin Duato
CHAIRMAN AND CEO JOHNSON & JOHNSON

Stephanie Ferris
CEO AND PRESIDENT FIS

Jeff Harmening 
CHAIRMAN AND CEO GENERAL MILLS

Reshma Kewalramani 
M.D., FASN, CEO AND PRESIDENT VERTEX PHARMACEUTICALS

Linda Rendle 
CHAIR AND CEO THE CLOROX COMPANY

AlixPartners is a results-driven global consulting firm that 
specializes in helping businesses successfully address their 
most complex and critical challenges.
WHEN IT REALLY MATTERS. 

Congratulations to 
all the CED 2025 
Distinguished 
Leadership Award 
honorees.

Jay Chaudhry,
CEO, Chairman,and Founder,
Zscaler

Joaquin Duato,
Chairman and CEO,
Johnson & Johnson

Stephanie Ferris,
CEO and President,
FIS

Je� Harmening,
Chairman and CEO,
General Mills

Reshma Kewalramani,
M.D., FASN,
CEO and President,
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Linda Rendle,
Chair and CEO,
The Clorox Company

Palo Alto Networks 
is proud to support
the Committee for 
Economic 
Development.



Proudly helping 
communities grow
We are proud to support
projects aimed at building
the communities where
we live and work.

© 2025 Franklin Distributors, LLC. 
Member FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.
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© Copyright IBM Corporation 2025. IBM and the IBM logo are trademarks of IBM Corp., registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.

IBM proudly supports the 
Committee for Economic 
Development and its efforts  
to address society’s most  
pressing challenges and  
drive positive outcomes.

Congratulations to all the 2025 
Distinguished Leadership Honorees 
and their companies for exceptional 
business stewardship and corporate 
citizenship. Ever onward.

 – Jay Chaudhry,   
CEO, Chairman, and Founder, Zscaler

 – Joaquin Duato,  
Chairman and CEO, Johnson & Johnson

 – Stephanie Ferris, 
CEO and President, FIS 

 – Jeff Harmening, 
Chairman and CEO, General Mills

 – Reshma Kewalramani, M.D., FASN 
CEO and President, Vertex Pharmaceuticals

 – Linda Rendle, 
Chair and CEO, The Clorox Company



We are pleased to support  
the Committee for Economic 
Development and recognize  
the work of tonight’s honorees, 
Jay Chaudhry, Joaquin Duato, 
Stephanie Ferris, Jeff Harmening,  
Reshma Kewalramani and  
Linda Rendle.

CONGRATULATIONS

At Visa, we know that even the smallest steps 
can lead to big progress.

Congratulations to Visa Board Member 
Linda Rendle and Visa client Stephanie Ferris, 
CEO of FIS, on receiving the 2025 Distinguished 
Leadership Award.

Your leadership is a great reminder that resilience, 
vision and everyday courage drive real change.

Congratulations

Stephanie Ferris

Linda Rendle



Congratulations to all of the 2025 
Distinguished Leadership Award 
Honorees including our very own 
Chair and CEO Linda Rendle. Your 

collective leadership and commitment 
to people’s well-being embodies our 
purpose: to champion people to be 

well and thrive every single day.
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General Mills is proud to support the 
Committee for Economic Development.

Congratulations to the
2025 Distinguished 
Leadership Award Honorees

We extend our special congratulations 
to Jeff Harmening, General Mills CEO 
and Chairman of the Board.



We believe
health is
everything

We’re working at the intersection of 
science and technology to build a world 
where complex diseases are prevented, 
treated and cured. Where treatments are 
smarter and less invasive. And solutions 
are personal.

Learn more at JNJ.com.

THE TORO
COMPANY

The Toro Company is a leading global provider of solutions for the outdoor environment 
including turf and landscape maintenance, snow and ice management, underground utility 
construction, rental and specialty construction, and irrigation and outdoor lighting solutions.

thetorocompany.com

Congratulations Jeff 
Harmening of General 
Mills and all 2025 
Distinguished Leadership 
Award honorees.
The Toro Company values Jeff’s strategic vision 
and exemplary leadership on our Board of 
Directors, and his ongoing contributions to the 
Minnesota business community.

The Distinguished Leadership Awards are inspired 
by the legacy of CED’s longest serving Trustee, Peter 
G. Peterson. He believed that CEOs should be actively 
engaged in public policy to ensure the nation’s long-
term growth and prosperity.

A special thank you to all our Trustees who 
continue to honor Peterson’s legacy by providing 
reasoned solutions in the nation’s interest on 
major public policy issues.



Northwell champions the work of the Committee for Economic 
Development (CED), an organization that helps businesses 
cultivate a sustainable economy for the benefit of all.  

CELEBRATING EXEMPLARY
CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP

Congratulations to this year’s  
Distinguished Leadership Honorees:

JAY CHAUDHRY
CEO, Chairman & Founder, Zscaler

JOAQUIN DUATO
Chairman & CEO, Johnson & Johnson

STEPHANIE FERRIS
CEO & President, FIS

JEFF HARMENING
Chairman & CEO, General Mills

RESHMA KEWALRAMANI, MD, FASN
CEO & President, Vertex Pharmaceuticals 

LINDA RENDLE
Chair & CEO, The Clorox Company 

Margaret M. Crotty 
Chair, Board of Trustees

John K. D'Angelo, MD, FACEP
President & CEO

CED would like to express its sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to the 
Northwell Health Nurse Choir for 

their frontline care and service to their 
communities, and for their 

outstanding performances at this year’s 
Distinguished Leadership Awards Celebration. 



Congratulations to the
2025 Distinguished Leadership Award Honorees

for their remarkable accomplishments.

Ell ig Group is proud to support the
Committee for Economic Development 

Jay Chaudhry
CEO, Chairman, and Founder

Zscaler

Joaquin Duato
Chairman and CEO

Johnson & Johnson

Stephanie Ferris
CEO and President

FIS

Jeff Harmening
Chairman and CEO

General Mills

Reshma Kewalramani, M.D., FASN
CEO and President

Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Linda Rendle
Chair and CEO

The Clorox Company

Ellig Group, certif ied by the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council ,  is  proud that
over 80% of our Board and C-suite placements are women and underrepresented groups.

126 E 56th St | New York | NY | 10022 (212) 688-8671 www.elliggroup.com



Collaboration

It’s where  
innovation  

begins

Our world is transforming, and our customers 
are facing constant change. They need a  

partner who will help them innovate to seize 
new opportunities and capture growth. 

That’s why we are committed to being the 
world’s most customer-centric materials  

science company. Through close collaboration, 
we work hard to understand our customers’ 
objectives and challenges, asking questions 
that lead to productive dialogue, stronger  

relationships and new answers. 

We are Dow, the world’s most  
customer-centric  

materials science company.

dow.com

®™Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (‘Dow’) or an affiliated company of Dow.  
© 2025 The Dow Chemical Company. All rights reserved.  
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Leading with purpose.
Mastercard is proud to congratulate 
our partner, Stephanie Ferris, CEO 
and president of FIS, for being 
recognized with a 2025 
Distinguished Leadership Award.
 
We applaud all of this year’s award 
recipients for their commitment to 
shaping a thriving and inclusive 
future through business.



Celebrating visionary leaders
Leaders are people who achieve the unexpected and have the vision 
and integrity to create an impact that matters in their organizations 
and their communities.

Deloitte celebrates the recipients of the 2025 CED Distinguished 
Leaders Awards, leaders who exemplify exceptional leadership and 
corporate citizenship. 

www.deloitte.com/us

Copyright © 2025 Deloitte Development, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Solomon Partners 
congratulates the 2025 
Distinguished Leadership 
Award Honorees

“This year’s honorees differentiated themselves 
by taking bold action to navigate a period of 
exceptional challenge. They treated change 
not as a disruption, but as a discipline to 
unlock opportunities while advancing their 
commitment to social responsibility.”

Marc Cooper, CEO, Solomon Partners



Congratulations to this 
year’s recipients of  
the CED Distinguished  
Leadership Awards!

Jay Chaudhry

Joaquin Duato

Stephanie Ferris

Jeff Harmening

Reshma Kewalramani

Linda Rendle

Copyright © 2025 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved. 



Ronald A. Williams
RW2 Enterprises, LLC

We proudly support CED and its mission of delivering 
well researched analysis and reasoned solutions to our 

nation’s most critical issues.

Congratulations to the 2025 CED Distinguished
Leadership Award Recipients 

Jay Chaudhry
Joaquin Duato
Stephanie Ferris
Jeff Harmening

Reshma Kewalramani
Linda Rendle

www.fnb-online.com  |  Member FDIC

Congratulations to the 
CED’s 2025 Distinguished 
Leadership Awards honorees.
FNB is proud to congratulate 
the 2025 honorees of the CED’s 
Distinguished Leadership Awards. 
We applaud each honoree for their 
demonstration of exceptional 
leadership during challenging times.

Exceptional 
leadership 

for exceptional 
companies.



Congratulations to the 
2025 CED Annual
Distinguished Leadership 
Awards Celebration

Congratulations to:

Jay Chaudhry
CEO, Chairman, and Founder of Zscaler

Joaquin Duato
Chairman and CEO of Johnson & Johnson

Stephanie Ferris
CEO and President of FIS

Jeff Harmening
Chairman and CEO of General Mills

Reshma Kewalramani, M.D., FASN
CEO and President of Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals

Linda Rendle
Chair and CEO of The Clorox Company

The Growth OS for the Enterprise. 
Turning complex data into clear, 
actionable strategy— delivering 
recommendations you can trust 
and execute in hours, not quarters.
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We’re honored to support 
the CED Distinguished 
Leadership Awards.

1 FDIC, September 30, 2023

© 2025 Truist Financial Corporation. TRUIST, the Truist logo, Truist Purple and Truist Securities are service marks of Truist Financial Corporation. All rights 
reserved. Truist Securities is the trade name for the corporate and investment banking services of Truist Financial Corporation and its subsidiaries. Securities 
and strategic advisory services are provided by Truist Securities, Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. Lending, nancial risk management, and treasury management 
and payment services are offered by Truist Bank. Deposit products are offered by Truist Bank, Member FDIC.

Built on 125 years of trusted investment banking experience, 
Truist Securities is an affiliate of Truist Bank, a top 10 commercial 
bank.1 We’re here to work with you to match your needs to a 
custom plan that creates new growth opportunities. Let’s come 
together to achieve your goals with industry-specic solutions.

Learn more at TruistSecurities.com.

Thank You to Our Sponsors:

Advancing the Next Generation of Business Leaders 

The CED Fellows Program provides exclusive networking opportunities with senior executives and access 
to high-impact discussions on the nation’s most critical economic and geopolitical challenges. 

Welcoming the 2025-2026 Fellows:

Josh Akbar
General Counsel, Long Term Care 

Genworth Financial

Matt Greer 
Chief Financial Officer

Sound Physicians

Shiva Pillay
General Manager & Senior Vice 

President, Americas 
Veeam Software

Dawne Bell
Executive Director of Economic 
Development and Public-Private 

Partnership 
Grand Valley State University

Mike Harney
Vice President, Government & 

Regulatory Affairs
IBM

Amy Rein
Chief Marketing Officer
Genworth & CareScout

James Burchfield
Vice President of Global 
Government Strategy

Veeam Software

Lindsey Kaltenbacher
Sales Director, Americas, Pine 

Chemicals
Kraton

Jean Rho
Director, Investments & Portfolio 

Management
Healthpeak Properties, Inc.

Camryn Craig
Director, Genesis Corporate 

Strategy
Hyundai Motor Company

Greg Kirstein
General Manager, iGaming North 

America
Paysafe

Amit Sedha
Director, Operations – Burrows & 

De Luxe
Novolex

Brigette Dusack
Vice President, Integration 

Management Office and Enterprise 
Risk Governance 

Assurant

Beth Marlowe
Executive Scientific Director, 

Infectious Diseases
Quest Diagnostics

Taylor Sommers 
Senior Director, System 

Administration
Northwell Health

Chloe Ellis
Director, Strategic Corporate 

Initiatives
SC Johnson

Leann Mester
Vice President, Communications, 

Marketing, and Sustainability
Healthpeak Properties, Inc.

Kara Starratt
CTO Chief of Staff & 
Agile Practice Lead

Paysafe

Foster Ferguson
Vice President, Industrial Business

Stratasys

Ryan Otter
Interim Vice Provost for Research 

and Innovation
Grand Valley State University

Gopitha Tharmalingam
Senior Vice President, Finance 

Veeam Software

Emily Fontaine
Global Head of Venture Capital

IBM

Sarah Palluck
National Account Manager | Food, 

Grocery & Retail
Novolex

Kelly Wing 
Senior Director of Attorney Talent

Seyfarth

Rafael Garcia
Vice President, Mexico & 

Agriculture 
Novolex 

Christina Peterson
Head of Search Ads 360 | US 
Pharma, Healthcare & Travel

Google

Kathryn Wright
Vice President, Research & 

Development
Kraton

Kirti Gavri
SVP, Head of Corporate 

Development
Thrive

Jesse Pignatelli
Senior Vice President, HR 

Executive GCIB and GM Program 
Management 

Bank of America



Wednesday, October 21, 2026
New York City 

Honoring Leadership in Challenging Times

 

L

2026

SAVE THE DATE

2026: A Year in Preview 
January 27-28, 2026
THE ST. REGIS NEW YORK

Day 1: Leadership Dinner
Day 2: An exclusive gathering of CEOs and C-Suite executives 
for peer-to-peer conversations discussing today’s biggest issues 
and how our collective leadership can address the challenges of 
tomorrow. 

The agenda will be fueled in part by data and insights from the 
annual C-Suite Outlook survey from The Conference Board.

For more information or to RSVP, contact 
Ulei Kou at ukou@tcb.org or 212-339-0209



Congratulations to our 
Honorees. 

Thank You to our 
Introducers, Trustees, 

Sponsors, and Attendees.


